LESSON PLAN: THE PROS AND CONS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
Level: 5th year high school

School: istituto tecnico commerciale

Length of lesson: 50 minutes

Materials: blackboard, slide projector, computer with Internet access
Skills: writing and speaking
Aim
The purpose of the lessons is to encourage students to work in groups and to research certain aspects related to the EU. They will have to consider the potential impact of this kind of transnational organization for state members. The process of developing an argument gives students the responsibility for building their understanding and creating a coherent and supported argument. Specifically they have to be able to separate facts from opinions in order to sustain a debate about pros and cons in front of an audience. The debate will be timed and there will be a Chairperson to regulate and guide the discussion. 

Learning objectives
At the end of the lessons, students should be able to:

· understand the main aims and functions of the EU;
· present clear, coherent and supported arguments by being selective in the use of information;
· develop a range of skills, including presenting to an audience.
Lesson structure
Lesson 1

1. ICE-BREAKING: Ask students to define the words “union” and “alliance”. Then have them state some of the unions or alliances that they are part of (e.g. teams at school, sport clubs or religious groups). What are the benefits of being part of these groups? What are the drawbacks?
2. Introduce the subject of the EU by discussing relevant points with students during the presentation.
Lesson 2

1. Introduce the activity (should countries join the EU or not?) and explain the aims and the learning objectives.
2. Split the groups into teams and make them brainstorm about the pros and cons.
3. Give instructions about the arguments each group has to prepare.
For example: tell students that they have to try to answer the following questions:

· Why do countries join together into alliances?

· What consequences might there be for these countries?

Students work on researching their areas and developing their presentation. Teachers ensure guidance throughout the research and developing process.

Lesson 3

The debate:

1. Introduction (2 minutes).
2. The case for the motion (15 minutes).
3. The case against the motion (15 minutes).
4. Questions (20 minutes).
5. Summary (2 x 2 minutes).
6. Voting.
	Should countries join the EU?
	Nr

	YES
	

	NO
	


Lesson 4

1. Go to the EU website: http://europa.eu.int/index_en.htm and list the goals of the EU.
2. The European Union is currently in the process of enlarging. In 1993, at the Copenhagen European Council, member states created a specific set of accession criteria for non-member states seeking to join the union. Go to http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/intro/criteria.htm and learn about accession criteria. Which of the following is not a requirement for accession?

* Stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of minorities;

* agreement to abide by the laws of a central governing authority;
* the existence of a functioning market economy as well as the capacity to cope with competitive pressure and market forces within the Union;

* taking on the obligations of membership including adherence to the aims of political, economic and monetary union.
3. Read the Businessweek Online article entitled “Is Central Europe ready to join the EU?” at http://www.businessweek.com/1999/99_45/b3654005.htm and then answer the following questions using examples from the article. 

Why would a non-member country want to join the European Union?

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	


Homework:  Create a new flag representing the enlarged European Union. As you start to think about designing a flag for the EU, you’ll probably want to know the physical and cultural characteristics of the member countries. Think about what symbols you want to use to represent the different features of each state member. For example: a crown might represent royalty in the history of EU countries, squiggly lines might underline the importance of rivers in many countries etc. Remember that the EU’s motto is “united in diversity” and try to convey this idea in your flag. Use the Internet to research information and ideas but let your creativity flow!
When everybody has drawn his/her flag, students will explain and compare the different results. 
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