	AN EXAMPLE OF DEMOCRACY:  ATHENIAN GOVERNMENT

	Teacher: Laura Nave – Literature and History Specialist – ITC Antonio Zanon, Udine (Italy)

	UNIT FEATURES

	Students’ age
	14 years old

	Students’ language level (CEFR)
	 B1

	Subject
	Ancient History

	Module topic
	Ancient Greece
	  10 hours

	Unit title 
	An Example of Democracy:  Athenian Government
	  3 hours

	Comments
	Seventy per cent of the mainstream ancient history syllabus is taught in L1, using Italian texts.  Each macroarea is eventually reviewed and  summarised in English (the latter practice current in many scientific journals today), with the addition of excerpts from English texts and original material, often presenting a different point of view or employing interactive techniques not current in the L1 history classroom.

	Unit description 
	Students’ pre-knowledge of Ancient Greece is consolidated and integrated with 4 texts in English covering the main features of the Ancient Greek world.  Comprehension tasks and work on the language pave the way for a conclusive session of role-play (sustained oral production).

	Goals
	1.    Gathering historical evidence

2. Understanding fundamental human relationships and their relevance to the 

       present 

3.    Learning about the causes and the consequences of a historical event 

	Objectives
	1.    To understand and use abstract historical terminology 

2.    To define similarities and differences in social or political structures

3. To reinforce students’ knowledge of the most important events in Greek history
4. To discover the origins of “democracy”

	Contents
	1.    The City State: Athens, Sparta

2.    The Athenian government:  the concept of democracy in the fifth century B.C.

	Student workload
	In the course of the unit, students:

1. carry out a variety of reading and text analysis activities 

2. take a review test after concluding their work on the unit

2. role-play an Athenian assembly  

	Resources and materials

  Teacher resources

  Teacher-produced or

    -distributed materials

  Student resources

 Student-processed or

   -produced materials
	Internet – history books – handouts elaborated by subject teacher on her own

Photocopies, worksheets

History coursebook – English-Italian dictionary – Internet

Worksheets

	Learning environments
	All activities can be done in the classroom (although the role play is more effective when dramatised in a more “theatrical” ambience).

	Assessment

__________________ 

 Lesson plan
	1.  Review test (written)

2.    Individual oral participation in the role-play

Written test will assess:

a. Knowledge of the topic

b. Vocabulary

c. Accuracy

Oral activities will be assessed according to the following criteria:

a.   Organisation and structure of the speech

b. Ability to communicate opinions successfully

c.   Knowledge of the events related to the topic discussed

___________________________________________________________________

Session 1:  Presentation of topic. 

1. Teacher introduces topic to the class     (15’)

2. Teacher distributes reading materials and worksheet with tasks      (25’)

3. Teacher co-ordinates work on the text/ language     (15’)

Session 2:  Consolidation.

       1.   Teacher leads oral revision and summary of previous lesson     (10’)

       2.   Teacher resumes reading/comprehension activities     (30’)

 3.   Teacher administers review test     (15’)

Session 3:  Role-play.

       1.   Teacher distributes role-play worksheet, assigns parts, observes and 

             evaluates student performance.     (55’)

	Learning activities 
	Session 1:

      1.   Students (whole class) listen to teacher’s explanation, take notes, ask and

            answer  questions      (15’) 

      2.   Students read the texts (alternating individual or pairwork with reading out 

            loud) and do the exercises (individually/in pairs, according to the typology)

            (25’)  

      3.   Students participate in whole-class correction/comment of the texts and 

            exercises     (15)
Session 2:

      1.   Students interact with teacher and one another during revision   (10’)

2. Students complete reading activities (out loud/in pairs/to themselves), as in Session 1   (30’)

3. Students take review test     (15’)

Session 3:

      1.   Students volunteer for the different parts [the most outgoing will usually offer

            to play the three fixed roles], prepare their speeches and carry out the 

            dramatisation    (55’)



	Materials provided
	READING TEXTS.    Read each of the following texts, one at a time, following these guidelines,  then complete the corresponding exercise. 

· When you read through the text for the first time, do not stop at any words you might not know.  Try to understand them in context, and read to get the overall meaning.

· After reading the text(s), fill in the blanks or charts that go with each exercise.

· Be prepared to supply synonyms for (or paraphrase) the words and expressions that are underlined, and make sure that you are able to explain the words in bold type.  Prepare for this by asking your partner questions like: 

                “What’s the meaning of [X]?”

                ”What does [X] mean?”

                “Do you know another word for [X]?”

                “What’s another way of saying [X]?” 

                “Who/What was/were [Y]?”

· Text 1.  The City State

      A central feature of ancient Greek society was the concept of the city state or polis.  To the Greeks, the city state was a community consisting of citizens (adult males), citizens without rights (women and children) and non-citizens (resident foreigners and slaves).

     The size of a city state varied enormously, but each included a city centre (usually fortified) and a market place or agora, a place where the people could hold meetings and the centre of government.

     The two most important poleis of ancient Greece were Athens and Sparta.

Exercise 1.  Fill in the blanks:

                   The City State (______________) was a __________________ that 

                   included the following categories of people:

· ______________________________

· ______________________________


· ______________________________


and had the following physical characteristics:

· ______________________________


· ______________________________


Read Texts 2 and 3, then fill in Chart 1.

· Text 2.  Athens.

     The Athenians were very proud of their political freedom and their artists, playwrights, poets and thinkers.  Unlike the Spartans, the Athenians believed that people led empty lives if they failed to use their minds and develop all their talents; they appreciated freedom of speech and thought.

     The Athenians consequently considered education necessary for good citizenship.  Boys were sent to private schools or taught at home by tutors.  They learned reading, arithmetic, music and the work of Homer and other great poets. Young boys were encouraged to discuss art, politics and questions of right and wrong.  Athletics were also part of a young man’s education.

     At the age of 18, young Athenians began two years of military training and service.  Then they could become citizens and take part in government.

     The Greek family was monogamous and there was a tendency to marry somebody in a close circle of relatives, in order to keep family property from being widely dispersed.  In Athens, women were considered inferior to men.  They couldn’t take part in public affairs, they received no formal education and could not own property except for their own clothes, jewellery and personal slaves.  They were under the protection of  man, either their father or their husband.  An Athenian woman lived a quiet life, seeing no men but her relatives.  This was possible, however, only for those women who didn’t have to work.  Poor women led freer lives than wealthy ones; they worked in the fields or sold goods in the agora, where they came into contact with all classes of people.

     Slaves were a class apart in ancient Greece and did not enjoy any political rights.  They were the property of their masters.

     It has been estimated that there were as many slaves in Attica as free inhabitants.  Some slaves were Greeks who had been captured in wars with other city states.  Most were foreign prisoners of war.  Some slaves worked in the mines or in the fields, but most Athenian slaves were household servants.

· Text 3.  Sparta.

     The town of Sparta lay in the southern part of mainland Greece called Peloponnese.  It is hemmed in by high mountains.  About 700 BC, the Spartans conquered the neighbouring land of Messenia and turned the population of that country into slaves who farmed the fertile land for their Spartan masters.  

     It’s difficult to know what life was really like in ancient Sparta, as the Spartans wrote very little about themselves.  However, we know that Sparta was very different from Athens:  Sparta had two kings and a Council of Elders (men aged over 60).  There was an Assembly at which all full citizens over the age of 30 could vote, but they couldn’t put forward proposals of their own, they could only vote on proposals put forward by the Council.  Some matters, such as education, finance and law and order, were controlled by five magistrates called ephors, who were elected for one year only.

     In addition to those who were full citizens, there were two other classes of people.  There were the Periokoi, who were farmers and who could be called on to fight for Sparta in times of war; and there were also the Helots, who were slaves and had no political rights and no freedom.  Every Spartan had a Helot as an attendant.

     Spartan women enjoyed much greater freedom than their counterparts in Athens.  Girls received some athletic training; in fact, it was believed that strong women would give birth to strong sons, Sparta’s future soldiers.  Spartan women could also own property in their own right.

     One thing that comes through strongly from the sources is the militaristic way of life of the Spartans.  The Spartan army of heavily-armed soldiers (hoplites) was very well-trained and well-equipped.

Chart 1.  Social Background.
Athens

Sparta

Vision of life

Philosophy of education

  - Boys

  - Girls

Importance of military training and service

Position of women

Position, origin  of slaves

Read Text 4, then fill in Chart 2, using information from the other texts 
as well.
· Text 4.  Athenian Government.

     The Athenian democracy consisted of several parts: the Assembly comprising all adult male citizens, the Jury courts, the Council of Five Hundred and the Council of Areopagus.  There were also officials called Archons and Generals.  Together these bodies and officials had responsibility for running the business of the state.  This included financial matters, law-making, running the law courts, religious matters, foreign relations and the organisation of elections.

THE ASSEMBLY.  Decisions were made by all citizens meeting together in a large hollow on a hill in the middle of Athens.  Voting resolutions was by show of hands.  Manual workers had the same voting rights as aristocrats, but women, slaves and foreigners who lived in Athens had no right to take part in the government of their city.

THE COUNCIL OF FIVE HUNDRED.  The council was selected by fifty men from each tribe.  Council members took it in turns to form a committee which convened the Council and the Assembly.  The council met in a special building which stood next to the agora.

THE COUNCIL OF AREOPAGUS was an old aristocratic body, but in 462 BC, Pericles removed most of its power, making the Council of Five Hundred the governing council.

THE ARCHONS.  These were originally chosen by elections and were leaders of the people as well as commanders of the armed forces.

Chart 2.  Political Structure.

Athens

Sparta

Political institutions

Categories of citizens

Who could vote?

· Worksheet 2.  Instructions for Role-play.

Now you are going to participate in a form of Athenian assembly.  You are going to debate an important issue for the time, and, after the debate is over, you will be able to vote on it.  All “citizens” present can vote by show of hands.

     You will discuss General Pericles’ proposal to rebuild the temples on the Acropolis of Athens, which had been destroyed by the invading Persians in 480 BC.  

     The proposal was a controversial one, because it involved spending huge sums of money which had been collected from Athens’ allies in order to fight the Persians and as a safeguard against the Persians invading Greece again.

Fixed roles:

· Pericles (author of the proposal)

· Thucydides (chief opponent)

· A herald who initiates the assembly and who invites members to speak with the words “Who wishes to address the assembly?”

Other roles:

Citizens intervening and setting out arguments for or against the proposal.

Each students is to choose a side and prepare a speech, motivating in detail the position chosen:

1.   Think of the pros and cons of spending public money on works of this kind, as

      opposed to spending it in other ways (things haven’t changed that much in the

      last 2500 years!) and decide for or against the measure.

2.   Prepare bullet notes for your speech.

3.   Request the herald’s authorisation to address the assembly when your turn 

      comes.

* * * * * *

                         Pros                                                                   Cons_

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________

______________________________            _______________________________




* * * * * *

For your information:  The proposal went through and work on the Parthenon began in 477 BC.

	Assessment materials
	· Review Test.

1.   Choose the name that best completes each sentence.

· Cleistenes, Solon and (Ptolemy/Pericles) all contributed to the growth of democracy in Athens.

· The historian (Herodotus/Draco) is called the “father of history.”

· (Euclid/Hippocrates) organised geometry into a logical system.

· The philosopher (Aristotle/Homer) wrote about science, government and many other fields of learning.

· (Homer/Socrates) wove ancient tales of gods and heroes into epic poetry.

2. Define the terms in each of the following pairs:

· ACROPOLIS/POLIS

· DEMOCRACY/MONARCHY

3. What were the qualities of an ideal Spartan? Why did Athenians criticise that ideal?

4. Use the following terms to complete the sentences below:  AGORA – COLONIES – TYRANT.

· The _______________ Pisistratus seized power in Athens and helped the city become the centre of Greek culture.

· Greek citizens met in the _______________ to discuss business and politics.

· The early Greeks set up a lot of _______________ in other lands.

5. In ancient Greece, young people learned the ideals of their culture from Homer’s poetry.  What sources do young people in the modern world draw their ideals and values from?



	Sitography
	www.reconstructinghistory.com
www.usborne-quicklinks.com
www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk.  [Excellent resources for history, among others.  Look for “Learning,” “Education Department”. (Ex: www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.htm)]   LOOK FOR GREECE
www.bl.uk.  British Library:  OK, but not fantastic.


	Bibiography 
	Greeks - Usborne Inernet-Linked [Volume]  
The Usborne Internet-Linked Encyclopedia of the Ancient World 
Forrest M. and Harnett P.  History Curriculum Bank, Key stage 2, Scottish Level CE (Scholastic, 1996).




